EXTRACTS FROM NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF THE CINDERLOO UPRISING IN THE SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE AND SALOPIAN JOURNAL

SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1821

We regret to learn, that the Mining Districts, in the vicinity of Wellington, are again agitated on account of the masters deeming it necessary to reduce the Colliers’ wages.  Many of these men have not been at work since last week, and most of the Iron-works are stopped.  Large bodies of Colliers have been visiting the different Collieries to prevent the peaceably disposed from working, and the Magistrates are judiciously appointing a great number of Special Constables, in order to keep the peace, if possible, without the aid of Military force.

SALOPIAN JOURNAL – WEDNESDAY, 7TH FEBRUARY 1821
DISTURBANCES NEAR WELLINGTON
We are sorry to state, that disturbances, which have been followed by fatal results, have broken out in the mining districts in the neighbourhood of Wellington, owing to a further reduction in wages by the Iron Masters.  On Friday last (note 1), it was found necessary to call out the two troops of Yeomanry, under the command of Lieutenant Col Cludde, the numerous special constables who had been sworn in having been found quite unequal to the duty of preventing the rioters from stopping the various works, and materially injuring them.  The Cavalry accompanied by the Magistrates of the neighbourhood, found the rioters assembled in a tumultuous manner between Dawley and Malins Lee, to an estimated number of 3000, and after they had been urged in vain to disperse, the riot act was read to them, and they were again entreated to return peaceably to their homes.  Unfortunately they refused to do so; and at the expiration of an hour, the yeomanry were moved forward to support the constables, whom they enabled to secure several of the colliers who appeared to act as ringleaders.  The Cavalry, headed by the Magistrates, were preparing to escort the prisoners to Wellington, then they were assailed in their passage between some cinder hills, by the colliers who posted themselves at the summits within a few yards of the road, and rained down upon them a continued shower of stones and furnace cinders.  In the confusion which occurred, some of the prisoners escaped, and to prevent rescue of the remainder, it became necessary (in consequence of the ground on which the rioters had availed themselves being inaccessible) for the Cavalry to make use of their fire arms.  Six of the prisoners were ultimately conveyed to Wellington, and have now been committed to the county gaol, for trial at the next assizes.  We regret to state that one of the rioters was killed on the spot by the fire of the Yeomanry, and that two were dangerously (one of which is since dead), and several others less severely wounded.
Two troops of the Shrewsbury Yeomanry (under Capts Jenkins & Lloyd), & the staff of the Shropshire Militia under Captain Mortimer, all of whom assembled at the shortest notice, joined Lieut-Colonel Cludde on Saturday (note 2), and his force was still further increased on Sunday (note 3), by the arrival of a Troop of the 6th Dragoon Guards or Carabineers at Shiffnal.  Monday (note 4) the whole marched through the various areas with the view of protecting such of the workers as had already resumed their labours; they didn’t however, meet with the least molestation in their progress, and we trust that the turbulent part of the population have been deterred by their formidable appearance from the prosecution of their numerous attempts upon the property of their employers and that we shall have the satisfaction of announcing in our next Journal that they have returned to their usual occupation.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the Wellington Cavalry for the coolness and moderation they displayed in the execution of the arduous and unpleasant duty they were called to perform, a number of them were very severely, thought we hope not dangerously wounded, by the stones and furnace clinkers thrown at them before they fired upon or threatened the rioters, which did not take place till the rescue of two of the prisoners.

We regret to state, that one of the Cavalry, Mr Spencer of Trench Lane, near Wellington, in consequence of his pistol going off in the holster, had lodged the contents in his knee.

Yesterday (note 5) Inquests sat on the bodies of William Bird of Coalpit Bank (note 6), collier, aged 18 and Thomas Gittens, otherwise Ingle, of Lawley Bank, the two men who lost their lives in the riots.  Jury immediately returned verdicts of Justifiable Homicide.  It may be proper to observe that Bird’s father attended the Inquest, and stated that his son joined the rioters on Friday (note 7), and unfortunately lost his life by a pistol shot from the Cavalry.

Notes:

(1 & 7)  Friday, 2nd February 1821

(2)  Saturday, 3rd February 1821
(3)  Sunday, 4th February 1921

(4)  Monday, 5th February 1821

(5)  Tuesday, 6th February 1821

(6)  Possibly now known as Ketley Bank although there were other Coalpit Bank(s) in the area
SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1821

FATAL RIOT

The tumults among the Colliers in this county, of which we last week noticed the commencement, have led to fatal consequences.  On Saturday week (note 1) it was first announced that on account of the reduction in the value of iron and the stagnation of trade, it was necessary that the wages of the men should be reduced 6d. per day.  Discontent immediately manifested itself; and on the following days, a large body of men marched to Madeley Wood, Dawley, &c. stopped all the works, injured and destroyed the Machinery, and compelled the workmen to join the ranks of the turbulent.  On Friday (note 2) last it became absolutely necessary to call out the two troops of Wellington Yeomanry Cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Cludde, in aid of the civil power, and who proceeded to disperse a body of about 3000 rioters assembled near the Old Park Iron Works, three miles from Wellington.  The Riot Act having been read, and an hour elapsed, the mob, though earnestly entreated by the Magistrates, to return peaceably to their homes, rejected the advice.  Some of the ringleaders were consequently taken into custody; but when the constables and military were conducting their prisoners towards the town (note 3), a general attack with stones and cinders was made by the Colliers upon them, from the summits of two cinder hills, situate on each side of the road.  The abrupt ascent of the hills rendered a charge impracticable, so that the cavalry were obliged to use their fire arms: one man was killed on the spot, many were wounded, some dangerously, two of whom are since dead.  The cavalry, however, succeeded in securing six of the eight prisoners who are lodged in our gaol, viz. Samuel Hayward, Christopher North, John Grainger, Joseph Eccleshall, John Payne, and Robert Wheeler.  In dispersing the mob, several of the cavalry were severally hurt by stones and cinders; and Mr Spencer, of Trench Lane, was accidentally wounded in the knee by his pistol going off in the holster.  On the following day the military force was increased, by three troops of the Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry, under Captains Jenkins and Lloyd, and by the staff of the Shropshire Militia.  On Sunday, a troop of the 6th Dragoon Guards were stationed at Shiffnal.

The increased military force, and the fate of some of their companions, intimidated the rioters from doing further mischief in the iron works, but parties have spread themselves over the adjacent country, and are begging; while others more desperate, are committing depredations upon property: several persons have been stopped and plundered, in the neighbourhood of the works.  Monday (note 4) morning, dawned with a quieter aspect in many parts it was a death-like stillness; not a pit was working, not a fire smoking, not a collier scarcely to be seen, except where the procession of the military through the works attracted a crowd.

Inquests have been held on view of the bodies of Wm Bird of Coalpit Bank (note 5), aged 18, and T Gittins of Lawley Bank, the deceased having been clearly traced as rioters, verdicts of Justifiable Homicide were returned.  Mr Dicken, the coroner, read and explained the Act in the presence of many colliers and friends of the deceased, who attended the inquisition.

On Tuesday (note 6) the Shrewsbury troops of Cavalry returned home, and were relieved by others from this town, on Wednesday (note 7) the Wellington troops were dismissed.  Some of the colliers yesterday (note 8) returned to their work, and it is hoped the business will soon proceed with quietness and industry.  

Last night we were favoured with the following:

Extract of a Letter (note 10)
“A third person is dead of the wounds received on Friday; and report speaks also of another from Broseley, whose death was occasioned by bruises from the furnace cinders which fell upon him while accidentally passing along at the time of the affray.  A person who witnessed the whole proceedings of that day states, that when the soldiers, in the act of taking eight of the rioters, charged the mob, fired over their heads, and had dispersed them in some measure, and were returned to their former station near the foot of the cinder hill, the attack from the colliers commenced; and such was the first shower of stones, that it was like an immense number of rooks at once rising from the ground and darkening the air for a moment by their flight: he supposed not less than a ton of these ponderous cinders were thrown at each volley.

“On the morning after this skirmish (note 9) , the rioters assembled on the same ground, provided with ammunition stolen from the works, with about 150 small arms and 3 pieces of cannon, the whole drawn up in a regular array, having a centre body, and right and left wings, with close and even front.  In this position they waited till 12 o’clock, when their patience began to be wearied, and they gradually dispersed.  Had the military met them in the morning, without doubt the mischief and loss of human lives on both sides would have been great.”

Notes:

(1)  Saturday, 27th January 1821

(2)  Friday, 2nd February 1821

(3)  Wellington

(4)  Monday, 5th February 1821

(5)  Wm Bird born 1803.  Coalpit Bank possibly now known as Ketley Bank although other Coalpit Bank(s) existed in the area

(6)  Tuesday, 6th February 1821

(7)  Wednesday, 7th February 1821

(8)  Thursday, 8th February 1821

(9)  Saturday, 3rd February 1821

(10) There is no evidence to support the information stated in this letter from other newspaper reports and documents, and it is likely then that these were false allegations. 

SALOPIAN JOURNAL – 28th MARCH 1821

TRIAL OF THE COLLIERS

On Saturday morning, Thomas Palin, Joseph Eccleshall, John Grainger, Christopher North, John Payne, Robert Wheeler, and Samuel Hayward were brought into Court, and arraigned on an indictment charging them with having, together with upwards of 500 other persons, illegally, riotously, and tumultuously assembled in the parish of Dawley, on the 2d February last, and with having remained so assembled, contrary to the statute, one hour after the Proclamation under the Riot Act had been audibly read by Thomas Eyton, Esq, one of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the count.

There were several counts in the indictment, charging the prisoners collectively, separately, and some conjointly, with various act of felonious riot, feloniously damaging engines, rescuing persons taken into custody by the constables, common law riot, and assault.  The prisoners pleaded Not Guilty.

Thomas Palin and Samuel Hayward were then arraigned on a separate indictment, charging them with illegally, riotously, and tumultuously assembling as aforesaid, on the 2d of February last, together with upwards of 500 other persons, and remaining so assembled one hour after the Proclamation under the Riot Act had been read. The prisoners pleaded Not Guilty.

MR PEARSON stated the case to the Jury.  He said, the iron trade having become in a very depressed state, the masters, inconsequence, found it necessary to reduce the wages of their workmen: notice was accordingly given that a reduction would commence on the 29th January last.  On the 31st of that month, numbers of the working colliers, &c were seen idling and loitering about; on the 1st February very riotous proceedings took place; and on the morning of the 2d of February a number of persons were seen together advancing the Old Park Iron Works, belonging to Messrs Botfield, who were the only masters that had not given notice of reduction, and who did not intend to reduce the wages of their workmen.  The Learned Counsel then proceeded to recite the other main facts of the case as detailed in the following evidence:-

Mr WILLIAM JAMES, superintendent of the Old Park Iron Works, in the Parish of Dawley, stated that on the 2d of February last, about half past eight in the morning, he saw about 500 colliers come from towards Donnington Wood Works to those at the Old Park; they were mostly armed with sticks, and came in a riotous way; part of them went into the Old Park Works, where they remained about an hour, after which they proceeded towards the Stirchley Works; when they were gone witness found all the water out of the boilers, in consequence of which the works were stopped, by the steam-engine being prevented operating; the plugs had been forced out of the boilers.  Between 2 and 3 o’clock in the afternoon, they returned towards the Old Park Works, their numbers having increased to between 2000 and 3000; the crowd went upon the Cinder-hill, adjoining the works, and which hill is formed by the cinders accumulated for the last 30 years; there are also many pit mounds adjacent, on which there are many tons of ironstone, of various sizes, such as a person could lift or throw; the Magistrates came up about three o’clock; the people were previously standing on the Cinder-hill, and were not very tumultuous.

SAMUEL PEERS, a boy 12 years old, lives at Pain’s Lane (note 1) near Snedshill, in the midst of the iron works; on the morning of the 2d of February, about half past eight, he was going to school, when he saw between 30 and 40 people collected, some of whom he knew; they told witness he must go with them, and he went; they went to the Old Park, their numbers increasing; Thomas Palin was along with them; they were altogether between 300 and 400, carrying sticks and clubs; Palin had a large stick; they did not make much nose, and went straight forward in an orderly manner.  At the Old Park Works he saw Thomas Palin take a piece of iron and try to drive the plug out of a hole into one of the boilers, but he was not able, and called for help, upon which a man named Thomas Banks went and assisted, but they could not effect it, so they forced the patches off the boiler where it had been repaired, and thus let the water out; others went and rang the casting bell (note 2) till the clapper came out; the workmen at Old Park Works ran away or hid themselves.  From thence they went to Mr Botfield’s colliery at Stirchley, where they called the men from the pits, and shouted; they said to the Stirchley men they would cut the ropes or kill them if they worked any more, and then the Sitrchley men joined them; he saw Palin again with them after being at Stirchley.  They next went to Dawley Castle Works, previous to which 200 or 300 more had joined them; here Palin plugged the boiler with the help of Banks, who took stones to put under the lever to increase its power in forcing the plug.  When Banks was taking the stones to Palin, witness said “Banks, what are you going to do with those stones?”  Banks replied, ”D – n your eyes, I’ll kill you if you mention any names.”  Palin was then standing close by, witness ran away, and Banks after him, but he did not overtake him.  Palin and Banks tried to force the plugs of the other boiler but could not; another of the party then came, and forced it out.  Previous to their going away a man named Walker, from Oakengates, set fire to some flax (note 3) which was in the ash-hole; and as they left, Palin and Banks said they must not mention any names.  The party then divided; the largest body went towards Lightmoor; witness went part of the way towards Coalbrookdale.  They were all together again before they went to Lawley Bank, and had accumulated to about 2000.  before they got to Lawley Bank, they saw the cavalry, about 60 in number; as soon as they saw the cavalry, the main body called to 300 or 400 who were in advance; these then fell back to the others; and when the cavalry came towards them, the whole party moved quietly towards the mounds at the Old Park.  Numbers of women and children had joined them on their route.

JOHN UNDERWOOD, an engineer at the Old Park works said, about half past eight o’clock in the morning of the 2d of February, near 300 persons, armed with sticks, came to the works, among whom was Palin.  Two men named Tonks said to witness “you must go with us, for you have as much rights to stick up for wages as we have;” one of the party broke a shovel tail, and Thomas Palin tried to plug witness’s boiler; they then rang the casting bell; they made witness go with them; he tried to get away; but they threw stones at him, and said “if you do not come with us, worse will come on it;” he then went with them to Stirchley; Palin was there; they made the Stirchley men go with them.  They next went to the Ranlea works, part going another way: thence they went to Dawley Castle Works, to Lightmoor, and to the Coalbrookdale Company’s works; and the people, as he understood, went from house to house begging.  They then went to the Horsehay works, where they were rioting with the constables, and witness took the opportunity of escaping to his own house, which is about 300 yards from the Cinder-hill.  He was afterwards by Mr Cludde’s carriage, at which time 2000 persons were on and about the cinder-hills: witness saw Palin at the fall of the Cinder-hill; he saw a gentleman at the edge of the Cinder-hill walking about; at about 20 minutes before 3 he saw Palin and other colliers within 40 yards of Mr Cludde’s carriage; witness was about 20 yards from Palin; witness heard that the Riot Act was going to be read, so he went away.  The two Tonk’s and Palin seemed to be the ringleaders; the party made all they met join them; some women and children were with them; the greater part of their numbers were compelled to join them; he saw Palin many times in the course of their travel.

RICHARD DAVIES, an engineer, reiterated the statement of the crowd coming to the Old Park works: they shouted “fire!” and threw stones at him, and said “kill him!”  Witness fled and hid himself in a cylinder; when they were gone, he found 3 boilers plugged, and all the 4 furnaces were stopped: they had to fill them again before they could get to work; two of them were 17 feet in diameter; two others were 15 feet long and 7 feet wide.  The works were thus delayed and stopped about 12 hours.

JOHN WILLIAMS, an engineer at Dawley Castle works, said the people worked there on the 2d of February, till intelligence arrived that the rioters were coming, when they all left the works by order of the superintendent, on seeing a great body coming from towards Stirchley; witness had locked the engine-house, and the left the engine at work; after the rioters were gone witness found the plugs had been forced, the water let out of the boilers, and the windows of the engine-house broken; and the works were stopped in consequence till Monday night; they could have got to work sooner, but the master thought they had better not till matters were more settled.

MR JOHN WARD, manager at Lightmoor Works, said 400 or 500 persons came to those works about 12 o’clock on the 2d of February; the greater part of them went forward, but others remained an plugged six boilers: he spoke to them, and they threw stones at him.

WILLIAM HARRIS, a charter-master at one of the Dawley Pits, said, many persons came there together to him on the last day of January.  He heard Mr Dickenson say, “Harris, do not call the men up.”  Palin said, “D – n my eyes, if they sha’nt come up.”  Witness said to the paymaster, “they had better come up, or we shall have murder;” and then the paymaster said, “let them come up.”

Mr WILLIAM TURNER, clerk to the magistrates, said, he accompanied the magistrates and cavalry to Cinder-hill on 2d of February, where he saw a body of working men and some women; on the Cinder-hill there were about 500 on the hills adjacent 1500 more: this was about 25 minutes before 3.  Mr Eyton, Mr Cludde, Mr Edward Cludde, Mr Charlton, and Mr Childe, of Wrockwardine, all of them magistrates, and two of them officers of the cavalry, were there: the magistrates were engaged about a quarter of an hour in expostulating with the crowd on their conduct, and in recommending them to go peaceably home; but they did not disperse, and were very tumultuous, and shouted; they also brandished sticks, many of which were very large.  As they did not disperse, witness called for silence, that the Riot Act might be read: they were then a little more calm, and Mr Eyton read the Proclamation; but witness could not hear it all, though he was close to Mr Eyton, as the crowd again made a great noise;  Mr Eyton was on the Cinder-hill, about 5 or 6 yards from the people, when he read the Proclamation: he turned his face towards the crowd, and a great part may have heard it all, if they had remained silent.  After the Proclamation had been read, the crowd were more violent, and the Magistrates several times begged of them to disperse, telling them that if they remained there an hour after the Proclamation was read y would be liable to be tried for a capital felony.  This had no effect; they remained together upwards of an hour, at intervals being very noisy.  After the hour, Hayward with a man named Hassall, and others were taken into custody by the constables, who moved with them towards the cavalry, and as they were taking them off for Wellington, several of the crowd said, they would be d – d but they would lose their lives before any prisoners should be taken to Wellington.  The crowd then took possession of some hills or mounds which commanded the road along which the cavalry and constables had to pass, brandishing their sticks and encouraging each other: when the cavalry with the prisoners came between the mounds, a violent discharge of stones from the crowd came like a hail-storm among them, a general dispersion took place, and the prisoners were released: the stones were from 1l to 3lbs weight; witness received a blow on the arm which made him lame for a fortnight: the volley of stones continued for some time, upon which the cavalry fired, wounded some of the crowd, and succeeded in dispersing them.  When they first were going on the Cinder-hill, he heard several of the people say, “yonder they are, let us get together; if we are to fight for it, let’s all get together;” and he cautioned one man who used these words.

THOMAS EYTON Esq, said, he went to the Old Park works on the 2d February, in consequence of being informed the colliers had stopped the works, and were assembled in large bodies.  Mr Eyton confirmed the testimony of Mr Turner as to the number and behaviour of the crowd, and as to the exertions of the Magistrates with a view to persuade them to disperse peaceable.  Witness read the Proclamation under the Riot Act at 25 minutes before 3, and when about to do so, one of the colliers called out “silence; let us hear what he has got to say.”  He was on horseback, near the main body of the colliers, when he read the proclamation, and the cavalry were at a distance.  He then endeavoured to persuade them to disperse, but the chief answer received was “We will have our wages.”  After the hour had elapsed, directions were given by the Magistrates to take the most active who were armed with sticks into custody: several were accordingly taken; they were placed in the centre of the cavalry, and as they were moving off towards Wellington, the shower of stones took place.  Witness certainly considered the crowd as a tumultuous and illegal assembly.

Mr SIMON BARBER, high constable of the Wellington division of the Hundred of Bradford, was at Cinder-hill with the magistrates, the cavalry, and a body of constables, on the 2d of February.  He saw Hayward on the hill before the Proclamation was read; Hayward had a large stake in his hand, and shouted with the rest.  An hour and a half after the proclamation had been read, witness himself took Hayward into custody, and he, together with a man named Hassall, and others, also taken into custody, were delivered into the charge of the petty constables, and placed in the centre of the cavalry, but were released when the discharge of stones took place.  The moment the cavalry arrived where the colliers were, the stones came, and the colliers, with dreadful oaths, said, “no prisoners shall be taken.”  The cavalry then fired, and in about five minutes some of the prisoners were re-taken.  Hayward was retaken by one of the cavalry named Thomas Lockley.  Witness, long after the Riot Act had been read, did himself address Hayward and others, and endeavour to persuade them to disperse.  Most of the crowd had large sticks; the women were as violent as the men, and the language they used was indeed worse that that of the men. 

THOMAS LOCKLEY stated that he re-took Hayward, as mentioned by Mr Barber.  Hayward was running away; it was immediately after the volley of stones, and the firing of the Cavalry.

JOHN BAYLEY, constable of Malinslee, was on his duty at Cinder-hill on 2d of February; a man named Hassall, and another named Colley, were given into his custody by Mr Barber; while hand-cuffing them, Palin and another collier came up to him, and Palin endeavoured to rescue Hassall from him.  The prisoners escaped when the shower of stones took place.  On the Sunday week after, witness took Palin into custody; Palin was then wounded in his arm; he was not wounded when he endeavoured to rescue Hassall which attempt was made on the top of the Cinder-hill, and when there were thousands about; the cavalry were also then present. (This witness produced a quantity of the stones and cinders thrown by the colliers, which were handed about the Court, and were evidently most dangerous missiles).

MR URIEL COOPER, surgeon (note 4), of Donnington, stated that Palin came into his shop on the 3d of February; a ball had passed through Palin’s arm on the 2d of February, and he came to have the wound dressed.

JUSTICE PERRY, is a constable, and was on duty at Cinder-hill which he reached on the 2d of February, just after the riot act had been read; about half an hour after he reached the hill, he saw Palin amongst the other colliers there; after his, Palin came out from the crowd to rescue Hassall, and Palin said “I’ll be d – d if Hassall shall go.”  Witness saw Palin afterwards run with those who took possession of the mounds in order to attack the cavalry; this was a few minutes before the stones were thrown.

MR TYRWHITT cross-examined the witnesses for the prosecution as they severally gave evidence, but no fact was elicited at all affecting their testimony.

No witnesses were called on behalf of Palin, who merely said, in his defence, “I was not at the Park when the boiler was done.”

Two witnesses, Robert Wright and John Williams, were called to prove an alibi on the part of Hayward; but, on being cross-examined by Mr Pearson, Wright made an admission which tended to show that Hayward must have been at Cinder-hill, as stated by Mr Barber and others; and the evidence of John Williams seemed mainly to rest upon the degree of credit to be given to the correctness as to time not only of the witness but of a country clock, which, Mr Justice Park observed, was a very fallible criterion.

The Learned Judge recapitulated the evidence very minutely to the Jury, commenting upon the various facts and their hearings to each other, as he went along.  His Lordship observed, that men certainly had a just right to ask respectfully for an advance of wages, and if they did not obtain it, they might leave their employ, but they were not to riot, and infringe the laws by tumult or the destruction of property, which of all other means was the least calculated to bring about their object, for, by destroying a master’s property, they would prevent him from employing any person at all, or, if he was not ruined and forced to give up the works, it was not likely that he would carry them on when they rendered them unprofitable to him.  As to the fact with Mr Barber had mentioned, that the women were more violent than the men, he was sorry to say it was generally the case upon all such occasions.  The Jury had not in finding their verdict, to consider all the circumstances that had been given in evidence.  If they were satisfied that the prisoners had been present when the riot act was read, and had continued afterwards for the space of an hour, that was sufficient to constitute a capital felony as alleged in the indictment.

The Jury, in a few minutes, returned a verdict of Guilty.

________

EVENTS ON THURSDAY, 1ST FEBRUARY 1821

John Wilcox was then arraigned on an indictment for a capital felony, in having, together with 200 other persons and more, riotously and tumultuously assembled, on the 1st of February last, in the parish of Lilleshall, and then and there damaged a fire-engine, a blast engine, and other engines and buildings, at Donnington Wood, the property of the Lilleshall Company – There were several counts in the indictment, to which the prisoner pleaded Not Guilty.

MR PEARSON stated the case, as given in the sub-joined evidence, and observed to his Lordship that the indictment was specially laid under an Act expressly passed for the protection of the engines, machinery, &c used for conducting and carrying on collieries and other mines.

THOMAS WEBB, ground-bailiff to the Lilleshall Company, was near the Donnington Wood iron works about 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the 1st February, when he saw a large body of persons coming towards the works; these persons had first gone to the New Hadley or Ragfield works, and next to Wombridge, and having stopped those works, they came to Donnington, to the number of from 300 to 500; witness and several special constables were together when they came to the Donnington works; witness said, “lads, I hope you are come to do no mischief here; it will be worse for yourselves if you do.”  One of them said, “D – n your eyes, what do you drop the men’s wages for?”  The party then said “fire!” and threw a great many stones at witness and the constables, who ran away, being unable to cope with them; witness was twice knocked down by the stones.

BENJAMIN BANKS, a moulder at the Ketley iron-works, stated, that a large body of persons came to those works on the 1st of February, and forced him to go with them to other works; he saw the prisoner plug a boiler at Ragfield; the prisoner was one of the leaders; they said, “we want a big loaf and our old wages;” and they had most of them large stakes; they watched witness so that he could not escape.  When they came to the Donnington Wood iron-works, he saw them throw the stones at the constables, who ran away, and the crowd then went into the works, they first stopped the found, and then went to the casting-house, and made all the people join the; the prisoner was there; they went to the blast-engine, and plugged and knocked the cocks off the boilers.

The Learned Judge here asked witness whether the engines, &c, which were thus damaged were used in bringing or conveying the iron-stone or other material out of the ground or mine, or whether they were solely used for working the material into the saleable commodity after it had been got out and conveyed to the mine?  The witness stated that they were solely used for the latter purpose; and the Counsel for the prosecution having said this was their strongest fact against the prisoner, his Lordship said, he thought the indictment could not be sustained.  The Act under which the indictment was brought made it a capital felony for any person to wilfully damage or destroy any engine, machinery, railway, canal, &c used in the working or condition of collieries or other mines, or in conveying or carrying the ore or other materials out of or from those places; but as id did not state that its provision applied to those engineers or to that machinery used in converting the ore into the saleable commodity, he must, acting as he was bound to do, by the letter of the Statute, recommend to the Jury to acquit the Prisoner – the Jury accordingly returned a verdict of Not Guilty.

The prisoner was then arraigned upon an indictment for a common-law riot, to which he pleaded Guilty.

_______

Thomas Palin, Samuel Hayward, Joseph Eccleshall, Robert Wheeler, John Grainger, Christopher North and John Payne were again put to the bar on another indictment, charging them, under various counts, with several acts of felony and misdemeanour during the tumults as before-mentioned; upon which Mr PEARSON observed, that the gentlemen who had the management of these prosecutions having no wish but to further the purpose of justice so far as many be sufficient for the protection of the public welfare, and thinking that the ends of justice would be satisfied by the capital convictions which had taken place, he was instructed to say they had not desire to prosecute the main points of the present charge any further, and he should therefore call no witnesses.  The prisoners then severally pleaded Not Guilty to the felonious acts of the indictment, but pleaded Guilty to the misdemeanour.  John Amies, another collier, was next arrainged on an indictment for a common-law riot, to which he pleaded Guilty, after which all except Palin and Hayward were removed from the bar.

His Lordship then passed sentence upon the two last-mentioned prisoners, as follows: - “Thomas Palin and Samuel Hayward, you have both been tried for an offence of a very serious nature; a full, fair, and impartial examination has taken place; every attention has been given to the facts of the case as detailed in evidence; and the Jury, rightly deciding upon that evidence, had found you guilty.  It is an offence of great magnitude, for you have been convicted of having assembled in a tumultuous and riotous manner, such as might indeed, but for the good Providence of God, have ended in the loss of many lives.  Under these circumstances, and deeply regretting the painful duty which devolved upon me on reviewing all the facts of your awful case, I cannot hold out any hope of mercy to you.  I have, therefore, called you by yourselves, in order to intreat you to make best us of the short time allotted to you in this world; that you may make that best use by seeking redemption from all your transgressions, and plenteous mercy from Almighty God, through the merits of a gracious Redeemer.

Hoping therefore, that worthily lamenting your iniquities, and acknowledging your wickedness, you may receive perfect remission of all your sins it only remains for me to pass the sentence of the Jury which is, that you be taken hence to the place from whence your came, and from thence to the place of execution, there to be hung by the neck, which usual time, until your be dead; and may the Lord God have mercy on your souls.

John Amies, Joseph Eccleshall, Robert Wheeler, John Grainger, Christopher North, John Payne and John Wilcox, were then placed at the bar, and his Lordship observed to them, that it was soled due to the mercy of their prosecutors they were not included in the awful sentence which their other companions had just received, and would most probably undergo; for if any of the cavalry or constables had been killed by the shower of stones at Old Park, all the parties there, to the number of hundreds would be liable to all the charge of murder. He therefore cautioned them, that, although the sentence he was about to pronounce had exp…. They might return to their homes, and follow their employment in all peacableness and honesty, though unfortunately at times t6heir labour would not receive those wages which, in more favourable periods, they were entitled to expect, yet that they would at all times they would conduct themselves in a reliable and sober manner, avoiding all occasions of riot towards God or man.  The prisoners were severally sentenced to be imprisoned to hard labour for nine calendar months.

Note 1 - now St Georges

Note 2 – rung before casting took place
Note 3 – flax was used in the plugging of boilers

Note 4 – term may refer to a barber

SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1821

The reprieve of S. Hayward, under sentence of Death for riot &c. at Wellington, was received on Monday*.  T. Palin remains for execution, and manifests great contrition.  We are requested to contradict a published report which has made a painful impression upon the mind of this unfortunate man and his friends, viz ”that his grand-father was executed for a similar offence.”  The grand father of Palin is now living with a son, at Lilleshall-hill, near Newport, and the grandfather of Mrs Palin, (T. Adderley) resides at Madeley Wood.

*  Monday, 2nd April 1821

SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, APRIL 13th, 1821

Thomas Palin, who was condemned at our Assizes, for riotously assembling and remaining after the Riot Act was read, and for injuring the Iron works, &c was executed on Saturday (note 1) Not only the Proprietors of the Works, and several gentlemen in the vicinity interested themselves to save the life of this unfortunate being, but a petition was transmitted from this town on his behalf.  But his life was deemed necessary as an Awful Example.  May it have its due effect!  About a ¼ past twelve the unfortunate man mounted the scaffold in an intrepid manner, sat himself down for a few moments, and appeared to gaze unconsciously at the dreadful apparatus of death before him.  He then rose and resigned himself into the hands of the executioner, who having completed his duty, was about to return; when one of the spectators called out in an affectionate manner “Farewell Tom.”  The executioner lifted up the cap which had already been drawn over the eyes of the prisoner, who turned instinctively towards where the sound proceeded, and instantly recognizing a person in the crowd, nodded to him.  After a few seconds, the drop fell.  The unfortunate man must have suffered intensely, being seen to struggle for the space of five minutes. After hanging the usual time his body was cut down and given to his friends.
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