SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, APRIL 13th, 1821
Thomas Palin, who was condemned at our Assizes, for riotously assembling and remaining after the Riot Act was read, and for injuring the Iron works, &c was executed on Saturday (note 1) Not only the Proprietors of the Works, and several gentlemen in the vicinity interested themselves to save the life of this unfortunate being, but a petition was transmitted from this town on his behalf.  But his life was deemed necessary as an Awful Example.  May it have its due effect!  About a ¼ past twelve the unfortunate man mounted the scaffold in an intrepid manner, sat himself down for a few moments, and appeared to gaze unconsciously at the dreadful apparatus of death before him.  He then rose and resigned himself into the hands of the executioner, who having completed his duty, was about to return; when one of the spectators called out in an affectionate manner “Farewell Tom.”  The executioner lifted up the cap which had already been drawn over the eyes of the prisoner, who turned instinctively towards where the sound proceeded, and instantly recognizing a person in the crowd, nodded to him.  After a few seconds, the drop fell.  The unfortunate man must have suffered intensely, being seen to struggle for the space of five minutes. After hanging the usual time his body was cut down and given to his friends.
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