SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE FRIDAY, 30TH MARCH 1821
THE WELLINGTON RIOTERS

THOMAS PALIN, JOSEPH ECCLESHALL, JOHN GRAINGER, CHRISTOPHER NORTH, JOHN PAYNE, ROBERT WHEELER & SAMUEL HAYWARD, were surraigned on an indictment charging them with having together with a number of other persons riotously and tumultuously assembled in the parish of Dawley on the 2nd of Feb last, and with having remained one hour after the Riot Act had been read.  There were several counts, charging the prisoners with damaging engineers, reasoning persons taken into custody by the constables, etc.

PALIN and HAYWARD were afterwards arraigned on a separate indictment, charging then with illegally, riotously and tumultuously assembling, &c together with upwards of 500 other persons, and remaining so assembled one hour after the Riot Act had been read.

Mr Pearson stated the case.

The first person called was William James agent to Messrs Botfields’ works, at the Old Park, who deposed to being a work on the morning of Friday the 2d of February.  About half past eight o’clock, a mob of about 500 persons, chiefly colliers and minders, armed with sticks of various sizes, marched to the works in a riotous and tumultuous manner and part of them went into the works; the furnaces &c were at work, before the mob entered.  After staying a short time he saw them go away in the direction of the Stirchley Colliery.  Witness then went to look at the works when he found the boilers plugged and the water out of them, which put a stop to the works: (the steam engine, which keeps the furnaces to a proper heat, being worked by the blast proceeding from the boilers which the mob had plugged.)  about two or three o’clock in the afternoon, their numbers were increased to between two and three thousand.  They had collected upon some cinder hills near to the Old Park works.  The hills were of great extent and composed of pieces of iron and iron stone, which had been thrown out from the pit mouths and might have been accumulating for the past thirty years.  There might have been 100 tons of these pieces, of various sizes, some very large and heavy.  He remained there till after thee o’clock and saw the Magistrates arrive.  The mob had taken possession of the tops of all the surrounding hills, were armed with sticks, a behaving in a riotous manner.

Cross-examined by Mr Tyrwhite.  Witness said he was 100 yards from the works when the mob came and of course could only speak to general appearance.  The whole of them might not be armed.  The neighbourhood is exceedingly populous and it is not uncommon to see great crowds of colliers and miners collected together.  Messrs Botfields alone employ upwards of a thousand.  Witness did not see them do any mischief, but in looking immediately after they had left he found the plugs forced into the boilers.  The mob returned about two or three.  Was sure a part of them were the same that had come in the morning.  Witness did not observe any alarming riot at the time the Magistrates came.
Samuel Peers a boy of about 12 years of age, was then examined.  Lives about 3.1/2 miles from Wellington, in the midst of the iron –works.  On the morning of the 2d Feb, as he was going to school, he was met by about 300 colliers &c, armed with sticks, who stopped him, and one John Ellis, whom he knew, said he must go with them.  They then moved towards the Old Park, the mob increasing as they went along.  They walked orderly and deliberately, but shouting at intervals.  At the Old Park furnace witness saw the prisoner at the bar, Palin, armed with a large stick, try to plug the boiler; but finding he could not do it himself, he called for help, and Thomas Banks got a piece of iron and assisted him; they removed some patches, which had been put upon the boiler, and the water escaped.  Others of the mob went and rang the bell (which is used when they are going to cast) so violently, that the clapper fell out. A part of the workmen ran away, and others hid themselves.  From thence they again moved forward in a body to the Stirchley Colliery, which likewise is the property of Messrs Botfields’.  On arriving there, the mob swore if the colliers did not come up out of the pits they would cut the ropes; and on the men coming out of the pits there was a general shout.  Did not notice Palin at that place.  They then moved to Dawley Castle Iron Works, where a body of 2 to 300, armed with sticks, many as thick as witness’s arm, joined them.  In all the mob might then be about 7 or 800.  At Dawley, Palin was particularly active in attempting to plug the boilers, and with the assistance of Thos. Banks he accomplished it by means of a lever.  Witness seeing Banks about to carry Palin some large stones, which were to be put under the lever to give it the more power, said to him “Banks, what are you going to do with those?”  Banks said “D – n your eyes, if you mention any names I’ll kill you;” and ran after witness but did not overtake him.  They then tried another boiler, but were not able to accomplish it; but others of the party did succeed and the water ran out.  A large quantity of flax was set fire to by a person named Walker.  As they were going away, Palin and Banks said they must not mention any names.  The mob then separated – one party going towards the Coalbrookdale Works and the other towards Lightmoor.  Witness went with the former.  Both parties joined again before they went to Dawley Bank, and were then about 2,000 in number.  A little after they saw a detachment of cavalry (about 60) and began to shout.  The mob then moved and took possession of the cinder hills near the Old Park.  Is quite certain Palin was the man particularly active; Could not be deceived, because he had formerly worked with witness’s father.
Cross-examined  Did not observe Palin after the parties had separated.  His father is charter-master; and witness was going straight to school when the party met him and forced him to go with them.  The mob was composed of men, women and children, and were all armed with sticks.  Witness had a stick in his hand.  Sure Banks said to him “D – n your eyes if you mention any names I’ll kill you.”  Heard nothing about names before.  When they first saw the cavalry, there was about 3 or 400 of the mob in advance, and the party behind shouted to them to come back.  They then turned off quickly toward the Old Park.  In answer to a question from the Judge, witness said “Palin might have been with the party all that time without his seeing him.”
John Underwood, engineer at the Old Park corroborated the statement of the first witness; and deposed that a man named Tonks, insisted upon witness going with them, telling him “he had as much right to stick out for wages as they had.”  Thos. Palin was there, but not in hearing at the time.  Saw him go into the works, and with a bar of iron try to plug the boilers.  Witness would not say who appeared to take the most active part.  They forced witness to go along with them, threatening to stone him if he resisted, accordingly he went with them to Stirchley collieries.  Palin was with them.  They insisted upon the colliers coming up out of the pits and as they came they were forced to join the ranks of the rioters.  They then moved to Dawley Castle works but previously a part had joined them who had separate to go to some works at Ranlin.  Witness did not notice any thing that was done at Dawley.  From thence he was marched with the party to Lightmoor and then to the works of the Coalbrookdale pit, and at Horsehay; while the mob were rioting with the constables, witness who kept on the  outskirts of the party, took an opportunity to escape and go home.  While at the Dale a part of the mob went to the surrounding homes begging.  Witnesses’s homes is about 300 yards from Cinder Hill.  In the afternoon he went to the Hill, and stood by the carriage of Mr Cludde who is a Colonel in the Yeomanry.  The persons collected on the hill must have near 2000.  witness distinctly saw Palin at one corner of the hill, and saw a gentleman near to the top who appeared to be in discourse with the persons assembled, but could not hear what he said.  About 20 minutes to 3 o’clock, saw Palin surrounded by several others at the bottom of the hill, not more than 20 or 30 yards from witness; but at that time hearing that the Riot Act was going to be read, he left and went home.  Witness said the most active appeared to be the two Tonks’s and Palin.
Cross-examined   About three hundred went to Stirchley, and forced the Colliers at that place to come out of the pits and join them.  When joined they might be about 600.  Witness had no stick and saw no women or children, excepting a few young wenches.  There are upwards of 40 houses in the neighbourhood of Cinder Hill; but did not observe the persons come out of them.  It was by chance that he saw Palin and others that he could name upon the spot.  At the Dale the men went about begging.  Witness left before they began to riot.
Richard Davies, engineer at the Old Park works.  On the 2nd of February last, a party of about 100 persons, came and shouted “FIRE” and threw stones at him, crying “kill him”.  This alarmed Witness and he ran and hid himself in one of the cylinders.  When they were gone he found the three boilers with the plugs forced in and the water run out, and the furnaces had in consequence stopped working. In answer to an enquiry of the Judge, he said the damage consisted in the stopping of the works and the time it would take to refill the boilers.  One of them was about 15 feet long, 7 feet wide and 7 feet deep, the other two were round and about 17 feet in diameter.  In about 12 hours, he thinks the work might have proceeded. 

John Williams, engineer, at Dawley Castle works.  Was at work on the 2nd of February last, but had orders to leave if they would be visited by the mob.  About eleven o’clock the news came that they were coming.  Witness went to the Banks saw a large body of persons coming from towards Stirchley works.  He then locked the door and went away leaving the engines at work.  The Colliers went into the works and into the cylinders, and, after staying about half an hour, went away.  Witness, who had remained in a leasow a little distance off, then came back and found the boilers all running out, the three plugs having been forced inward and the engine standing still.  Two large stones were there, which appeared to have been used in supporting an iron lever, by which the plugs were forced in.  the windows were broken.  They did not set to work again before Monday night.  In that time he supposes there might have been worked 30 tons of iron.

Cross-examined  - If the master had been willing they could have got to work again perhaps that night.  The boilers are frequently emptied, but when one is emptied the others are kept at work, so that no stoppage takes place.  One boiler would have been emptied on the Tuesday or Wednesday.  No material injury had been done by plugging.

Here his Lordship said, he observed that the quantity of damage done in this unfortunate case was of no consequence; and hope, that, though Mr Pearson, the Counsel for the prosecution, had been pleased to ramble, the learned Gent conducting the defence would not be pleased to ramble after him.

John Ward, inspector of iron at Lightmoor Works, described the stopping of the works by the rioters.  The man principally engaged had sandy hair and whiskers, and was not one of the prisoners.  Does not know Banks.  Six boilers were plugged.  Witness went and spoke to them, but instead of desisting they threw stones at him.  Does not know any of them.

William Harris, charter-master at one of the Dawley Castle pits, deposed, that on the last day of January the prisoner Palin, with a number of other persons, came to him and said “Harris, 

d – n my eyes if the men shall work, so pull them up.”  The paymaster stood by, who said, “If they continue to works we shall have murder done, so let them come up.”  The men were then drawn up out of the pit.

Mr Turner, clerk to the Magistrates at Wellington, deposed to accompanying the Magistrates and Cavalry from Wellington, on the 2d of Feb., to a place called Cinder Hill, where a large body of people had collected, among them were women.  About 6 or 800 might be upon the principal hill, and 2500 on the surrounding hills.  The Magistrate waited ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, and during that time never ceased expostulating with them upon the folly of their conduct, and recommending to them to disperse and go peaceably to their homes.  The rioters took no notice, but still continued very tumultuous; shouting and brandishing their sticks.  Witness then called loudly for silence that the Riot Act might be heard read by the rioters; for a moment quiet ensued; but as soon as Mr Eyton, began to read the Proclamation, the party became so riotous, and the shouting so loud, that witness himself, who was but a short distance from Mr Eyton, could not hear it read.  When Mr Eyton read the Proclamation, he was near to the summit of the hill, and within 4 or 5 yards of the mob, great part of whom might have heard, had they been disposed.  Not appearing to depart, the Magistrates never ceased at intervals, for more than the space of an hour, endeavouring to impress upon them the consequences of remaining one hour after the Riot Act had been read; telling them they would be liable to be taken into custody & tried as capital felons.  Still all their endeavours were useless.  In this way they continued for more than an hour, and witness having no watch of his own, requested Mr Eyton and Mr E Cludde to look at theirs, and finding the hour had expired, orders were issued to take the most riotous into custody.  In consequence, Hayward, Hassall, and some others, to the amount of eight, were taken into custody by the constables, & conveyed to the spot where the cavalry were upon duty.  Before the hour had expired, one person named Colley, who was conspicuously riotous, was seized by the constables, but was almost immediately liberated.  As soon as the cavalry had begun to move with their prisoners towards Wellington, a general movement was observed amongst the mob, and many voices exclaimed, “We will lose our lives before we will suffer any of the prisoners to be taken to Wellington.”  The mob pushed forward and got possession of the hills commanding the defile through which the cavalry were forced to march.  Sticks were brandished, and each one was endeavouring to encourage the other; when just as the cavalry had got opposite to the rioters they were grievously assailed with a most tremendous discharge of stones, from the persons occupying the mounds of each side of them.  He could resemble it to nothing but a hail storm, many of the discharged stones weighed between 3 and 4 lbs.  Witness himself received 3 or 4 of them upon his arm, the effects from which he felt for more than a fortnight.  In the confusion the whole of the prisoners were rescued or escaped.  The discharge not abating, the cavalry were necessitated to fire, and the result he believed was fatal to more than one of the rioters.  A general charge was then made, and the place was cleared,  
Cross-examined – Witness did not recollect Palin being there, nor does he know him.  It was 10 minutes before 3 when the Proclamation was read by Mr Eyton, who was within 4 or 5 yards of the crown of the hill.  There was a calm for about a moment or two when he called out silence, but during the reading the noise was so great that witness would have defied any one to have heard.  They did not proceed to any very offensive act until the cavalry had got into the narrow passage.  Witness did not feel the least alarm for himself, and saw no one taken into custody.  In answer to questions from the Jude, witness said, as he was moving towards the spot, about 20 minutes before the reading of the Proclamation, he heard several say, “Yonder they are, (meaning the cavalry) and if we must have a fight for it, let us all get together.”  One man in particular who appeared busy and encouraging others, he cautioned to take care what he was about.
Thomas Eyton Esq, Magistrate for the County of Salop, deposed, that in consequence of a communication received by him on the 2d February last, he accompanied the Yeomanry and 4 other Magistrates to the Old Park Works.  The colliers, he found, had taken possession of the hills; most of them had sticks which they brandished.  Finding they would not disperse, he proceeded to read the Proclamation in as loud and distinct a manner as he could.  One collier called out silence, and said, “Lets heard what he has to say to us.”  Witness was on horseback, and rode as near to them as possible, holding the paper in his hand.  As soon as he had finished reading he looked at his watch and found it wanted 10 minutes to 3; and from time to time afterwards strove to induce them to disperse.  Their answer to him was, “They would have their wages.”  One man he understood was taken into custody by the High Constable before the expiration of the hour.  But orders were sent for him to be liberated.  As the time was near expiring, the Cavalry moved nearer the scene, as soon as it expired, orders were given to take the most riotous into custody.  Witness thought it a riotous assemblage from their numbers, the manner in which they were armed, and their tumultuous conduct.  (Here the Proclamation was delivered into Court and read).
Cross-examined – The whole of them were not armed. He could not judge whether many of them heard, but a considerable part might have done so had they been disposed.  The cry was “They would have their wages.”  Some might have gone after the reading of the Proclamation.  Quite sure an hour had elapsed after the reading before any orders were given to take prisoners.  Does not remember seeing either of the prisoners at the bar.

Mr Barber of Walcot, High Constable for the Wellington District of the Hundred of Bradford, deposed to being with the Magistrates and Cavalry on the 2d of February last, at Cinder Hill, and took a person named Colley into custody.  Saw Hayward on the hill just before the Proclamation was read, shouting, and with a large stone in his hand.  An hour and a half after the Proclamation had been read, witness took him into custody along with six others, and gave them into the hands of the Petty Constables.  The prisoners were placed in the centre of the Cavalry, and were about to be taken to Wellington, when, in the confusion caused by the discharge of stones, they escaped.  Witness heard many of the colliers say, with tremendous oaths, they were resolved to liberate the prisoners.  Witness was present at the re-taking if them.
Thomas Lockley is in the Yeomanry and was on duty on the 2nd of February, at Cinder Hill,  witness took the prisoner Heyward into custody, whom he found running towards the Cinder Hill.  This was during the firing of the Cavalry.
Thomas Bailey Constable, received Hassell and Colley from Mr Barber, the High Constable.  While witness was handcuffing them, Palin came up and tried to rescue them.  The shower of stones came soon after, and ten all the prisoners made their escape.  On the Sunday week following, witness took Palin into custody.  He had a ball shot in his left shoulder, and could use his arm but little, though he could use it well when he came to the rescue of Hassall.  (Here a quantity of the stones were produced, which witness had picked up from the field after the engagement.  They were very weighty and must have come with dreadful force, when the height is considered from which they were hurled).
Mr Cooper Surgeon, at Tong, in the midst of the Iron-works.  Witness knows Palin, the prisoner.  On Saturday, 31st Feb. he came to his shop, and said he had been wounded. His arm was carried in a sling under a flannel shirt.  On looking at the wound, he found a ball had entered his left shoulder, and it appeared to have been done the day before.

Justice Perry was at Cinder Hill on the 2d Feb and saw Palin there after the Proclamation had been read.  Saw him again about an hour after come out of the crowd and try to rescue Hassall.  When he went back again into the crowd, witness heard him say “He’d be dead if he should go.”  Saw him then run towards the mount from whence the stones were flung, and a few minutes after the attack commenced.

Here the case for the prosecution closed and Robt. Wright was called on behalf of the prisoner Hayward, who, deposed to the prisoner being at his house on the 2nd February, at Potters Bank, half a mile from Cinder Hill, from ten or eleven o’clock in the morning till three in the afternoon. On cross-examination -  Witness said he remembers the time because he happened to look at the clock; Hayward and he are company keepers and frequently spent the day together at Witness’s house:  Prisoner asked Witness if he would go with him along the Bank.  The Counsel asked the witness if that was not one way to Cinder Hill?  Witness said he believed it was.  Counsel “rather sharp work you found there, did you not?”  The Prisoner was about to prevaricate when the Counsel again addressed him:  “Remember young man, a person may say in THAT place (pointing to the witness’s box)  what may soon lead him into THAT (pointing to the prisoner’s bar).  “Now tell me sir, were you not going to Cinder Hill?”  Witness replied they were going that road.
John Williams deposed to seeing Heywood standing with other Colliers in the road, about three quarters of a mile from Cinder Hill.  This was from about half past three to four o’clock.

Here the case closed; and the Learned Judge commenced his summing up to the Jury.  The prisoners were indicted under an Act which had been passed about 100 years ago against the riotously assembling of large bodies of people to the injury of their neighbours, and if such persons being warned by proclamation to disperse, continue still to remain for the space of one hour, they are declared guilty of felony.  It was thought a wise and necessary law at the time it was passed.  The prisoners stand charged specifically with the crime of remaining on the ground in the manner named in the indictment after the close of the time appointed by law, and notwithstanding all the remonstrance’s and entreaties of the Magistrates for them to disperse.  so that the whole of the evidence which had been laid before them was merely to point out to them the nature of the disturbances, which were the immediate cause of the commission of the crime for which the prisoners now stood upon their trial.  The material points for the Jury to be satisfied upon were, whether the persons had assembled together in a tumultuous manner and remained upon the spot one hour after the reading of the Riot Act.  Whey they heard it read or not is of no consequence.  It that were necessary, nothing could be more easy than to evade the infringement of such a law.  The poor boy, whom, he was surprised the mob should have thought it worth their trouble to have taken into their company, had given his evidence in a clear and satisfactory manner.  One part of it respecting the women he thought was nearly overturned by what was deposed by one of the next witnesses, but a later witness had confirmed the testimony of the first witness.  The High Constable deposed that there were a number of women there who conduct was more outrageous than that of the men, and his Lordship said, he was sorry to observe that in all Riots of this nature the women were far more violent and their language more abusive than the men.  His Lordship after passing a high encomium upon the females, said he could not but regret to say that when they were disposed to do wrong, they would go every length to obtain their purpose.  He would not say but the men had a right humbly and respectfully to state to their masters that their wages were too low, and that if they were not raised they must quit their employment, but not to assemble together in a riotous and tumultuous manner to demand an increase.  Such proceedings must have quite a contrary effect to what it was intended to produce.  The Proprietors of the Works could only give wages according to the quantity of work done; and if the works were destroyed, instead of increasing their wages they give none at all.  His Lordship recapulated the evidence , which, he said, was decisive as to the fact of a riotous assemblage, and observed that it could only be ascribed to the good Providence of God that no deaths were occasioned by the Cinders and Stones, hurled by the Rioters.  His Lordship concluded by saying if the Jury were satisfied, from the evidence, that the prisoners were at the assembly and actively engaged, they would do their duty to their country by pronouncing them Guilty; but if any doubts existed in their minds, they would give them the benefit of such doubts by acquitting them.  
In a few minutes the Jury declared both the Prisoners – GUILTY.

The Council for the prosecution now rose and said, that the prosecutors thinking the ends of justice had been sufficiently obtained by the conviction of two of the offenders, were unwilling to pursue the trials any further.  The remainder of the prisoners, Christopher North, John Grainger, Joseph Eccleshall, John Payne, and Robert Wheeler, were then acquitted of the capital charge, and pleaded guilty to the riot; when they received sentence of 9 month’s imprisonment.

EVENTS ON 1ST FEBRUARY 1821:

John Wilcox was charged with riotous assembly at Donnington Wood Iron Works, destroying the works, and compelling the men to leave their work.  This prisoner was capitally indicted under an Act made for the protection of Mines, and property belonging to Mines; but in course of the evidence it appeared, that the property which the prisoner, in company with numerous other persons had destroyed, could not be proved to be connected at all with the working of the Mines, and consequently not coming under the Act.  The boilers which they plugged were the means by which the steam was created which worked the blast engines.  These were not used in the working of the mines, but in the manufacture or iron, the blast engines working the furnaces which fuse the iron-stone.  The Judge addressing the Jury said, the prisoner was indicted under an Act which made it felony to destroy or injure any mines, or property used in the working of mines; and it was his duty to inform them, that they were not to put a liberal construction upon such statute, but to stick to the pure letter of the law; and it they did so, they could not convict the prisoner upon the present charge, the property destroyed having been proved not such as the Act intended. – The prisoner was accordingly acquitted, and on being arraigned on the lesser indictment for rioting, pleaded guilty.

John Amies this was a similar case to the above.  The prisoner pleaded guilty to the riot.  They were severally sentenced to 9 month’s imprisonment.
Note:
The French Invasion Scare of 1803 led to able-bodied men of the town to train as soldiers either in the Cavalry (county wide or in the local volunteer battalions of infantry.  The 1st Corp of Cavalry was commanded by Major William Cludde and Captains Thomas Eyton and Richard Emery.
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