SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 1821
On Wednesday (note 1) evening, Richard Heber, Esq. the High Sheriff of this county, attended by an unusually numerous and highly respectable cavalcade of friends, tenantry and tradesmen, proceeded to meet Mr Justice Park and Mr Baron Garrow, the Judges at our Assizes.  Yesterday (note 2), their Lordships attended St. Chad’s Church, where an able and impressive discourse was delivered by the Rev. Reginald Heber, M.A. from Jer. C. xxxv, v. 18,19 (note  3).  After divine service, their Lordship’s proceeded to Court.
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MR. JUSTICE PARK, addressing the GRAND JURY, said, before he proceeded to make any observations upon the topic they were assembled to discuss, he begged leave to return his thanks for so great an attendance of the gentlemen of this county to act as officers of the Grand Jury.  Though it was a duty, and that a most important one which they were imperiously called upon to discharge, yet when it was remember that many gentlemen must undoubtedly put themselves to considerable inconvenience, the State must certainly consider itself under considerable obligation.  His Lordship then alluded to the heaviness of the Calendar.  They had a great deal to discharge; for, of the three Assizes which he had the honor of attending for this county, this was by far the heaviest; he did not mean in point of magnitude of crime, but in the number of prisoners.  And he was sorry to observe, that in most counties through which he had travelled since leaving London, the Calendars presented greatly beyond the average number of criminals.  He should not endeavour to inquire into the cause of this increase, for perhaps he might find it a task beyond his power to accomplish.  His Lordship then alluded to the case of the nine men committed during the late disturbances at Wellington, part of them, he observed, stood charge merely with a common-law Riot; but three of then, were committed upon a far heavier charge.  He had himself looked over the depositions, and if the witnesses giving such depositions were creditable – of which he knew nothing to the contrary – there appeared sufficient grounds to warrant such commitment but still he should feel happy if the state of the country, and of that district in particular in which the disturbances took place, were such as would justify the preferring of indictments of a more lenient nature.  His Lordship then recited a clause from the Act which affected the crime of the prisoners.  “If twelve or more persons did riotously, tumultuously or illegally assemble together to the disturbance of the public peace, and being commanded by the Sheriff, or any Justice of the Peace, by Proclamation to disperse and peaceably depart, shall not withstanding remain together for one hour after, they shall be adjudged guilty of Felony, without benefit of clergy.”  It was quite clear, if the witnesses were to be believed, that several deluded men, amongst whom were the prisoners, had assembled together for very illegal purposes, the raising of their wages; and that many of them remained after the time had expired for the dispersing of them, making use of missile weapons to awe those who had come to persuade them to retire.  Having drawn the attention of the Jury to this particular case, his Lordship said it would remain with them to present such an indictment as the nature of the case and the state of the country required at their hands.  The next thing which his Lordship remarked upon was the state of the gaol, which he understood was in good condition, free from all disorders, and capacious enough; he trusted it would continue so – fit for the number of prisoners, their proper classification, and the setting of them properly to work.  He was no visionary upon the subject.  He did not intend that the comfort of the prisoner should be so far looked to as to prevent him feeling that he was undergoing a penalty for his crime, or that the Injurer of his fellow-creature should enjoy as much or perhaps more ease that the poor man whom he had injured.  He wished to have extended to them religious instruction, and that every regard be paid to cleanliness.  He hoped much benefit would be found to arise from a Bill which was now pending in Parliament relative to the consolidation of the several Acts relating to prisons, penitentiaries, &c, &c, from the commencement of the reign of Charles II to the present; and he thought, when it was compassed, much benefit would undoubtedly accrue from it to the public.  His Lordship said he saw nothing in any of the cases in the calendar which called for further observations from him but if he should be called upon for his opinion on any point, he would readily give it to the best of his abilities.  He could not conclude without alluding to the excellent Discourse which they had heard that morning; and he wished to impress upon their minds what was so eloquently laid down to them in that discourse – the necessity of every man (wishing to preserve the welfare of his country and the interest of his children,) strictly to enforce upon his dependents a rigid observance of the laws of the land, and to repel by every lawful and honest means of which he may be possessed, those blasphemous and libellous publications which have inundated the country; the mischievous promoters of which finding they could not assail successfully our Constitution but thought attacking our Religion, have even dared to defy the Throne of God.  The Learned Judge concluded by impressing the necessity of every man exerting his power for the promotion of virtue, by the encouragement of religion, which so powerfully contributes to the happiness of man and the prosperity of the country.
Notes:

(1)  Wednesday, 21st March 1821
(2) Tuesday, 20th March 1821 
(3)  Jeremiah Chapter 35, 

Verse 18 - And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you:

Verse 19 - Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.
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