SHREWSBURY CHRONICLE – FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1821
FATAL RIOT

The tumults among the Colliers in this county, of which we last week noticed the commencement, have led to fatal consequences.  On Saturday week (note 1) it was first announced that on account of the reduction in the value of iron and the stagnation of trade, it was necessary that the wages of the men should be reduced 6d. per day.  Discontent immediately manifested itself; and on the following days, a large body of men marched to Madeley Wood, Dawley, &c. stopped all the works, injured and destroyed the Machinery, and compelled the workmen to join the ranks of the turbulent.  On Friday (note 2) last it became absolutely necessary to call out the two troops of Wellington Yeomanry Cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Cludde, in aid of the civil power, and who proceeded to disperse a body of about 3000 rioters assembled near the Old Park Iron Works, three miles from Wellington.  The Riot Act having been read, and an hour elapsed, the mob, though earnestly entreated by the Magistrates, to return peaceably to their homes, rejected the advice.  Some of the ringleaders were consequently taken into custody; but when the constables and military were conducting their prisoners towards the town (note 3), a general attack with stones and cinders was made by the Colliers upon them, from the summits of two cinder hills, situate on each side of the road.  The abrupt ascent of the hills rendered a charge impracticable, so that the cavalry were obliged to use their fire arms: one man was killed on the spot, many were wounded, some dangerously, two of whom are since dead.  The cavalry, however, succeeded in securing six of the eight prisoners who are lodged in our gaol, viz. Samuel Hayward, Christopher North, John Grainger, Joseph Eccleshall, John Payne, and Robert Wheeler.  In dispersing the mob, several of the cavalry were severally hurt by stones and cinders; and Mr Spencer, of Trench Lane, was accidentally wounded in the knee by his pistol going off in the holster.  On the following day the military force was increased, by three troops of the Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry, under Captains Jenkins and Lloyd, and by the staff of the Shropshire Militia.  On Sunday, a troop of the 6th Dragoon Guards were stationed at Shiffnal.

The encreased military force, and the fate of some of their companions, intimidated the rioters from doing further mischief in the iron works, but parties have spread themselves over the adjacent country, and are begging; while others more desperate, are committing depredations upon property: several persons have been stopped and plundered, in the neighbourhood of the works.  Monday (note 4) morning, dawned with a quieter aspect in many parts it was a death-like stillness; not a pit was working, not a fire smoking, not a collier scarcely to be seen, except where the procession of the military through the works attracted a crowd.

Inquests have been held on view of the bodies of Wm Bird of Coalpit Bank (note 5), aged 18, and T Gittins of Lawley Bank, the deceased having been clearly traced as rioters, verdicts of Justifiable Homicide were returned.  Mr Dicken, the coroner, read and explained the Act in the presence of many colliers and friends of the deceased, who attended the inquisition.

On Tuesday (note 6) the Shrewsbury troops of Cavalry returned home, and were relieved by others from this town, on Wednesday (note 7) the Wellington troops were dismissed.  Some of the colliers yesterday (note 8) returned to their work, and it is hoped the business will soon proceed with quietness and industry.  
Last night we were favoured with the following:

Extract of a Letter

“A third person is dead of the wounds received on Friday; and report speaks also of another from Broseley, whose death was occasioned by bruises from the furnace cinders which fell upon him while accidentally passing along at the time of the affray.  A person who witnessed the whole proceedings of that day states, that when the soldiers, in the act of taking eight of the rioters, charged the mob, fired over their heads, and had dispersed them in some measure, and were returned to their former station near the foot of the cinder hill, the attack from the colliers commenced; and such was the first shower of stones, that it was like an immense number of rooks at once rising from the ground and darkening the air for a moment by their flight: he supposed not less than a ton of these ponderous cinders were thrown at each volley.
“On the morning after this skirmish (note 9) , the rioters assembled on the same ground, provided with ammunition stolen from the works, with about 150 small arms and 3 pieces of cannon, the whole drawn up in a regular array, having a centre body, and right and left wings, with close and even front.  In this position they waited till 12 o’clock, when their patience began to be wearied, and they gradually dispersed.  Had the military met them in the morning, without doubt the mischief and loss of human lives on both sides would have been great.”

Notes:

(1)  Saturday, 27th January 1821

(2)  Friday, 2nd February 1821

(3)  Wellington

(4)  Monday, 5th February 1821

(5)  Wm Bird born 1803.  Coalpit Bank possibly now known as Ketley Bank although other Coalpit Bank(s) existed in the area
(6)  Tuesday, 6th February 1821

(7)  Wednesday, 7th February 1821

(8)  Thursday, 8th February 1821

(9)  Saturday, 3rd February 1821
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