SALOPIAN JOURNAL – 11th APRIL 1821

EXECUTION

On Saturday last (note 1), Thomas Palin, convicted at our late Assizes of a felonious riot near Wellington, was executed in front of the County Gaol, in the presence of a large concourse of spectators.  The behaviour of the unhappy man to the last moment was firm and becoming his situation.  Every exertion had been made, not only by the gentlemen whose property was injured in the late tumults, but by many other humane persons, to obtain a commutation of his sentence, but without effect, it being considered necessary, under all the circumstances, that the law should take its course; and we sincerely trust, that the returning good sense and right feelings of our working population in the recently disturbed parts of the county will for every render unnecessary the repletion of so awful and example. – The statement that Palin’s grandfather had been executed a like offence was an error – it was the ancestor of one of his misguided associates that suffered many years ago for a similar crime.
Note 1: 7th April, 1821
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