SALOPIAN JOURNAL – WEDNESDAY, 7TH FEBRUARY 1821
DISTURBANCES NEAR WELLINGTON
We are sorry to state, that disturbances, which have been followed by fatal results, have broken out in the mining districts in the neighbourhood of Wellington, owing to a further r4eduction in wages by the Iron Masters.  On Friday last (note 1), it was found necessary to call out the two troops of Yeomanry, under the command of Lieutenant Col Cludde, the numerous special constables who had been sworn in having been found quite unequal to the duty of preventing the rioters from stopping the various works, and materially injuring them.  The Cavalry accompanied by the Magistrates of the neighbourhood, found the rioters assembled in a tumultuous manner between Dawley and Malins Lee, to an estimated number of 3000, and after they had been urged in vain to disperse, the riot act was read to them, and they were again entreated to return peaceably to their homes.  Unfortunately they refused to do so; and at the expiration of an hour, the yeomanry were moved forward to support the constables, whom they enabled to secure several of the colliers who appeared to act as ringleaders.  The Cavalry, headed by the Magistrates, were preparing to escort the prisoners to Wellington, then they were assailed in their passage between some cinder hills, by the colliers who posted themselves at the summits within a few yards of the road, and rained down upon them a continued shower of stones and furnace cinders.  In the confusion which occurred, some of the prisoners escaped, and to prevent rescue of the remainder, it became necessary (in consequence of the ground on which the rioters had availed themselves being inaccessible) for the Cavalry to make use of their fire arms.  Six of the prisoners were ultimately conveyed to Wellington, and have now been committed to the county gaol, for trial at the next assizes.  We regret to state that one of the rioters was killed on the spot by the fire of the Yeomanry, and that two were dangerously (one of which is since dead), and several others less severely wounded.
Two troops of the Shrewsbury Yeomanry (under Capts Jenkins & Lloyd), & the staff of the Shropshire Militia under Captain Mortimer, all of whom assembled at the shortest notice, joined Lieut-Colonel Cludde on Saturday (note 2), and his force was still further increased on Sunday (note 3), by the arrival of a Troop of the 6th Dragoon Guards or Carabineers at Shiffnal.  Monday (note 4) the whole marched through the various areas with the view of protecting such of the workers as had already resumed their labours; they didn’t however, meet with the least molestation in their progress, and we trust that the turbulent part of the population have been deterred by their formidable appearance from the prosecution of their numerous attempts upon the property of their employers and that we shall have the satisfaction of announcing in our next Journal that they have returned to their usual occupation.

Too much praised cannot be bestowed on the Wellington Cavalry for the coolness and moderation they displayed in the execution of the arduous and unpleasant duty they were called to perform, a number of them were very severely, thought we hope not dangerously wounded, by the stones and furnace clinkers thrown at them before they fired upon or threatened the rioters, which did not take place till the rescue of two of the prisoners.

We regret to state, that one of the Cavalry, Mr Spencer of Trench Lane, near Wellington, in consequence of his pistol going off in the holster, had lodged the contents in his knee.

We cannot conclude without adding a deserved opinion on the troops of the #Shrewsbury Yeomanry Cavalry who assembled at so short a notice, and responded with the greatest alacrity to the scene of the unhappy occurrences; nor would it be proper to omit stating that the remaining troops of the corp. prepared themselves and assembled with greatest readiness to obey the call for their more services if necessary.

Yesterday (note 5) Inquests sat on the bodies of William Bird of Coalpit Bank (note 6), collier, aged 18 and Thomas Gittens, otherwise Ingle, of Lawley Bank, the two men who lost their lives in the riots.  Jury immediately returned verdicts of Justifiable Homicide.  It may be proper to observe that Bird’s father attended the Inquest, and stated that his son joined the rioters on Friday (note 7), and unfortunately lost his life by a pistol shot from the Cavalry.

Notes:

(1 & 7)  Friday, 2nd February 1821

(2)  Saturday, 3rd February 1821
(3)  Sunday, 4th February 1921

(4)  Monday, 5th February 1821

(5)  Tuesday, 6th February 1821

(6)  Possibly now known as Ketley Bank although there were other Coalpit Bank(s) in the area
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